AP Studio Art: 2D

Syllabus

Course Overview  

The AP Studio Art Course is intended for the serious art student who has internal motivation to develop mastery skills of art production and visual perception.  Students should have prior experience in an advanced art class or a recommendation from the art faculty.   

AP Studio Art is a yearlong course that focuses on the development of a three-part portfolio.  Using previously learned art making skills, students will experience how to explore media and ideas to create a unifying concept.  The first semester will be guided by a series of teacher-directed projects that will help synthesize elements and principles of design into final products.  Students will be encouraged to experiment and explore new ways of seeing during this fall term. Some of these projects could be adapted into a concentration.   The second semester allows the student to work independently, choosing his or her own theme to explore.  Both semesters will include group and individual critique sessions as well as discussions about aesthetics in art.

The main objectives of this course are:

· To focus students into an in-depth exploration of a portfolio which focuses on formal design elements, technical quality, and conceptual concerns.

· To develop students into critical thinkers who can analyze and interpret their art making along with the works of others.

· To investigate the work of artists and the visual problems that they address

· To create a body of work that demonstrates careful and evolving thought and high technical mastery of the media chosen.

· To use decision making skills to choose the appropriate media and design elements to create a particular piece of art

· To develop a style or voice that is individual to the student

· To express ideas about art using visual, written, and verbal forms of expression

Students will develop mastery in concept, composition, and the execution of 2D design elements and principles. Students need to use a variety of concepts and approaches to demonstrate their ideas and abilities.  A range of technical approaches is key in developing ideas and sections of your portfolio.  
This class will focus on digital media technology.  Students who have experience in drawing media may incorporate drawing and painting skills into their work if they choose.   

Portfolio

The portfolio is separated into three parts: Quality, Concentration, and Breadth.   Slides are required of all the work in the Concentration and Breadth section. All three sections are typically submitted to the College Board within the first two weeks of May; thus, all work must be completed by the end of April to allow time to organize the portfolio.

Quality

This section requires five actual works to be sent.  These can be from your Concentration and/or Breadth sections.  Work must demonstrate a high level of commitment and technical excellence.

Concentration

The Concentration is a series of 12 pieces that focus on a particular theme or visual problem.  This section demonstrates one’s ability to think through and within a particular concept.  Work will be arranged from the weakest pieces (usually early work) to the strongest ones to demonstrate the student’s thought process.  Concentrations should be broad enough in order to explore many possibilities of representation.

Breadth

The final section has 12 pieces that demonstrate principles and elements of design, various media, and different modes of expression to show range as an artist. Concepts such as repetition, unity, balance, color, line quality, etc. need to be demonstrated in this portfolio area. Many of the pieces that are created in the fall semester will fit well in this category.  Some students may have some pieces from previous classes that might reflect their ability.

Sketchbook/Journal

Each student will be asked to keep a digital or hand drawn sketchbook/journal for this course.  Items to include in the sketchbook are fine art and commercial professional examples that inspire, written reflections of one’s progress, critiques/responses from looking at professional and student work, gallery reviews, sketches, poems, music lyrics, scraps of patterns, concentration ideas, etc.  This book will be invaluable to the student as they work to grow as an artist.  It also provides the teacher with a visual record of the students’ thought processes.

Homework/Outside Time

It is expected that a student who engages in Advanced Placement study spend a considerable amount of time outside of class to complete assignments.  Students must capture all their images outside of class time as well as gather materials and scout locations for photo shoots.  Sketchbook completion will take place primarily outside of class time as well.  The digital lab is open before and after school for students to continue their studies.

Exhibitions/Contests

All AP Studio Art students will be required to exhibit their work at least once in the school year.  It is recommended that students enter multiple shows.  Attending the National Portfolio Day (usually in September) is highly encouraged for any art student wishing to pursue a degree in the visual arts.

There will also be multiple opportunities to attend a field trip to a local museum or gallery.  AP Students are encouraged to attend as well as visit art exhibitions on their own.

Grades

Grades are based on participation in studio time, completion of sketchbook assignments, written response, and contributions to group critiques.  Projects are evaluated using the AP Scoring Rubric (as defined in the AP Studio Art Guide for Teachers).  During second semester, progress checks and critiques, both group and individual, will occur at regular intervals with assigned point values (see appendix).

Artistic Integrity

All artwork must be original.  Any use of another artist’s work or incorporation of images from the Internet is considered plagiarism and will not be considered for credit.  

If you submit work which makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists' works, you must show development beyond duplication. This may be demonstrated through manipulation of the material(s), formal qualities, design, and/or concept of the original work. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates copyright law to simply copy and image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else. (AP College Board Policy Statement)

Concentration Ideas

· Identity

· Telling a story

· Documenting a sub-culture

· Social issue or commentary (eating disorders, self-image, etc).

· Breaking stereotypes

· Landscape/Natural Forms

· Abstraction

· Contrast/Duality/Opposites

· Urban vs. Rural

· Manmade vs. Natural

· Metamorphosis

· Unusual points of view

· Macro images

· Fragmentation or Distortion

· Surrealism

· Film Stills

· The monster under my bed

· Car culture

· Consumerism

· Commentary on fashion

· Person contrasting or blending into their environment

· Shadows

· Emotional quality of color

· Object in different environments (garden gnome, couch, etc.)

· Reflections, exploring symmetry

· Political views

After the Exam
The exam is held on May 9th, 2018.  All portfolio requirements, including the digital submission, artist statement, and quality works need to be turned into the AP coordinator by this date.  
After the exam is complete, students will work on career connections in graphic design and photography.  Resume building, website development, and client-based work are some of the concepts we will cover.  The final exam for this course will be a performance-based task and will effect the student’s final grade in the class.
          Technology
Students will be creating a personal website through Weebly.  Students will post their artwork, sketches, and written statements to their site in order to build a digital portfolio.  This digital portfolio is used as a way to assess each student’s learning progression as well as give them a platform to promote their work to colleges and pursue scholarship opportunities.
Weebly for Education asks for the following personal information - student name and grade level.  The site can be publicly posted or private (only viewable if you know the website address).  Please let your teacher know if you would like your website private.
We will also be using Google classroom for discussions and turning in assignments.
In a digital photography class, students tend to take photos of themselves and their peers.  Final images will be posted on student websites, but identifying information such as who is the model was will not be included.
                 Field Trips and Excursions
Class occasionally will be held at City Park or various locations on Colfax where students will be able to work on their projects in an outdoor setting.  As a visual art department, we believe strongly in taking advantage of our local environment.  We will take our classes out during the normal class period to sketch and take photos.  Students will be notified ahead of time to make sure to dress for the weather. 
Field trips to local museums, galleries, and community organizations will be organized throughout the year.  Field trips are voluntary, but bring a deeper level of understanding to the visual arts content.  Please note that we ask students to use the RTD or to walk to nearby destinations (Zoo, Botanic Gardens) due to the lack of school bus availability.  All school rules apply during field trips.
                    National Art Honor Society & Design Studio (CTSO)
NAHS & Design Studio is a service organization dedicated to promoting art in the community.  All students, regardless of skill level or age are welcome to come and be a member.  Students who have a graphic design and/or photography background are encouraged to create client-based work through the Design Studio.  We host various events such as Empty Bowls, East HS Artswalk, and the school art shows. NAHS & Design Studio meets Thursdays during tutorial in room 123.
Attendance and Tardies: Due to the hands-on nature of this course, it is crucial you attend all classes.  Being late causes disruptions to the working environment of the class for the whole class, so it is important you are on time.  There will be some homework involved in this course.  Students are welcome to pre-arrange time to come and work in the studio to catch up on missing work or extend their learning.

Cell Phones and Food: Cell phones are only to be used during approved times and only for taking and sharing photos.  No food in the studio.  Water bottles that can seal are ok to bring in.


Camera and Equipment Checkout: East HS has a limited number of digital SLR 
cameras and equipment for student use.  Students may check out cameras/equipment 
during class time or after school.  It must be returned at the end of class, or if checked 
out after school, the very next morning.  Failure to return equipment will result in a 
loss of participation points.  Repeated abuse of the check-out system will revoke the 
student’s privilege to check out equipment.  If damage to the equipment happens 
during the time the student has possession of the camera, lights, flash, tripod, 
etc. the student will be responsible for the repair or replacement cost!
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